SCRIPTURES — SUNDAY 28TH SEPTEMBER 2025

John 6:1-13

Jesus feeds the five thousand

6 Some time after this, Jesus crossed to the far shore of the Sea of Galilee (that is,
the Sea of Tiberias), 2and a great crowd of people followed him because they saw
the signs he had performed by healing those who were ill. 3 Then Jesus went up on a
mountainside and sat down with his disciples. 4 The Jewish Passover Festival was
near.

>When Jesus looked up and saw a great crowd coming towards him, he said to
Philip, 'Where shall we buy bread for these people to eat?’ ® He asked this only to
test him, for he already had in mind what he was going to do.

" Philip answered him, ‘It would take more than half a year's wages'® to buy enough
bread for each one to have a bite!

8 Another of his disciples, Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother, spoke up, ° ‘Here is a boy
with five small barley loaves and two small fish, but how far will they go among so
many?’

19 Jesus said, ‘Make the people sit down.’ There was plenty of grass in that place, and
they sat down (about five thousand men were there). ! Jesus then took the loaves,
gave thanks, and distributed to those who were seated as much as they wanted. He
did the same with the fish.

12\When they had all had enough to eat, he said to his disciples, ‘Gather the pieces
that are left over. Let nothing be wasted.’ '* So they gathered them and filled twelve
baskets with the pieces of the five barley loaves left over by those who had eaten.


https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John%206%3A1-13&version=NIVUK#fen-NIVUK-26265a

2 Corinthians 9:6-15

Generosity encouraged

® Remember this: whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows
generously will also reap generously. ? Each of you should give what you have
decided in your heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a
cheerful giver. 8 And God is able to bless you abundantly, so that in all things at all
times, having all that you need, you will abound in every good work. ? As it is written:

‘They have freely scattered their gifts to the poor;
their righteousness endures for ever.'

' Now he who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will also supply and
increase your store of seed and will enlarge the harvest of your righteousness. ' You
will be enriched in every way so that you can be generous on every occasion, and
through us your generosity will result in thanksgiving to God.

12This service that you perform is not only supplying the needs of the Lord's people
but is also overflowing in many expressions of thanks to God. '® Because of the
service by which you have proved yourselves, others will praise God for the
obedience that accompanies your confession of the gospel of Christ, and for your
generosity in sharing with them and with everyone else. ' And in their prayers for
you their hearts will go out to you, because of the surpassing grace God has given
you. ® Thanks be to God for his indescribable gift!
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