
SCRIPTURES – SUNDAY 23RD NOVEMBER 2025 

2 Corinthians 2:12-17 
Ministers of the new covenant 

12 Now when I went to Troas to preach the gospel of Christ and 

found that the Lord had opened a door for me, 13 I still had no 

peace of mind, because I did not find my brother Titus there. So I 

said goodbye to them and went on to Macedonia. 

14 But thanks be to God, who always leads us as captives in 

Christ’s triumphal procession and uses us to spread the aroma of 

the knowledge of him everywhere. 15 For we are to God the 

pleasing aroma of Christ among those who are being saved and 

those who are perishing. 16 To the one we are an aroma that 

brings death; to the other, an aroma that brings life. And who is 

equal to such a task? 17 Unlike so many, we do not peddle the 

word of God for profit. On the contrary, in Christ we speak before 

God with sincerity, as those sent from God. 

 

 

John 12:1-11 
Jesus anointed at Bethany 

12 Six days before the Passover, Jesus came to Bethany, where Lazarus 

lived, whom Jesus had raised from the dead. 2 Here a dinner was given in 

Jesus’ honour. Martha served, while Lazarus was among those reclining at 

the table with him. 3 Then Mary took about half a litre of pure nard, an 

expensive perfume; she poured it on Jesus’ feet and wiped his feet with 

her hair. And the house was filled with the fragrance of the perfume. 

4 But one of his disciples, Judas Iscariot, who was later to betray him, 

objected, 5 ‘Why wasn’t this perfume sold and the money given to the 

poor? It was worth a year’s wages.[a]’ 6 He did not say this because he 

cared about the poor but because he was a thief; as keeper of the money 

bag, he used to help himself to what was put into it. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=JOHN%2012%3A1-11&version=NIVUK#fen-NIVUK-26586a


7 ‘Leave her alone,’ Jesus replied. ‘It was intended that she should save this 

perfume for the day of my burial. 8 You will always have the poor among 

you,[b] but you will not always have me.’ 

9 Meanwhile a large crowd of Jews found out that Jesus was there and 

came, not only because of him but also to see Lazarus, whom he had 

raised from the dead. 10 So the chief priests made plans to kill Lazarus as 

well, 11 for on account of him many of the Jews were going over to Jesus 

and believing in him. 
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