SCRIPTURES — SUNDAY 5™ APRIL 2026
1 Corinthians 15:35-44 & 51-52

The resurrection body

35 But someone will ask, '"How are the dead raised? With what kind of
body will they come?’ 3¢ How foolish! What you sow does not come to life
unless it dies. 37 When you sow, you do not plant the body that will be,
but just a seed, perhaps of wheat or of something else. 3 But God gives it
a body as he has determined, and to each kind of seed he gives its own
body. 39 Not all flesh is the same: people have one kind of flesh, animals
have another, birds another and fish another. 4% There are also heavenly
bodies and there are earthly bodies; but the splendour of the heavenly
bodies is one kind, and the splendour of the earthly bodies is

another. 41 The sun has one kind of splendour, the moon another and the
stars another; and star differs from star in splendour.

42 So will it be with the resurrection of the dead. The body that is sown is
perishable, it is raised imperishable; 43 it is sown in dishonour, it is raised
in glory; it is sown in weakness, it is raised in power; 44it is sown a natural
body, it is raised a spiritual body. If there is a natural body, there is also a
spiritual body.

>1Listen, | tell you a mystery: we will not all sleep, but we will all be
changed - 52in a flash, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For
the trumpet will sound, the dead will be raised imperishable, and we will
be changed.

John 20:1-18
The empty tomb

20 Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene went to
the tomb and saw that the stone had been removed from the entrance. % So she
came running to Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one Jesus loved, and said,
‘They have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we don’t know where they have put



him!" 3 So Peter and the other disciple started for the tomb. 4 Both were running, but
the other disciple outran Peter and reached the tomb first. > He bent over and

looked in at the strips of linen lying there but did not go in. ® Then Simon Peter came
along behind him and went straight into the tomb. He saw the strips of linen lying
there, 7 as well as the cloth that had been wrapped round Jesus' head. The cloth was
still lying in its place, separate from the linen. ® Finally the other disciple, who had
reached the tomb first, also went inside. He saw and believed. ? (They still did not
understand from Scripture that Jesus had to rise from the dead.) ' Then the disciples
went back to where they were staying.

Jesus appears to Mary Magdalene

""Now Mary stood outside the tomb crying. As she wept, she bent over to look into
the tomb ' and saw two angels in white, seated where Jesus' body had been, one at
the head and the other at the foot. ' They asked her, 'Woman, why are you crying?’

‘They have taken my Lord away,’ she said, ‘and | don't know where they have put
him.” ™ At this, she turned round and saw Jesus standing there, but she did not
realise that it was Jesus.

15 He asked her, 'Woman, why are you crying? Who is it you are looking for?’

Thinking he was the gardener, she said, ‘Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me
where you have put him, and | will get him." ® Jesus said to her, ‘Mary.’

She turned towards him and cried out in Aramaic, ‘Rabboni!" (which means
‘Teacher).

17 Jesus said, ‘Do not hold on to me, for | have not yet ascended to the Father. Go
instead to my brothers and tell them, “I am ascending to my Father and your Father,
to my God and your God.”

'8 Mary Magdalene went to the disciples with the news: 'l have seen the Lord!" And
she told them that he had said these things to her.






