
 

 

Holy Trinity, Bembridge 

SAFEGUARDING POLICY 

NOTICE:  If you are concerned that someone you know is at risk of, or is being abused, or presents a risk 

to others, please seek advice from the Parish Safeguarding Officer, Christine Behan 

(safeguarding@bembridgeholytrinity.org.uk or 07724 148 188),  the Vicar or the Church Wardens, a 

Diocesan Safeguarding Advisor (02392 899665) or, report the matter to the Isle of Wight Council Social 

Services (Adults 01983 823340. Out of hours 01983 821105 or Children 0300 300 0117),  or by email to: 

safeguardingconcerns@iow.gov.uk or the Police without delay.   If there is deemed to be IMMEDIATE 

RISK or DANGER please contact the Police on 999. 

We believe that providing a safe environment for children and all adults in church activities is of paramount 
importance.  All church members who work with young people and vulnerable adults are required to sign a 
personal declaration, provide references and have up to date DBS (Disclosure & Barring Service) 
certification.  They are also required to undertake appropriate training with the Diocese of Portsmouth .  

As members of the PCC we commit our church community to the support, nurture, protection and 
safeguarding of all, especially the young and vulnerable.  We recognise that our work with children, young 
people and adults who may be at risk is the responsibility of the whole church community and we are fully 
committed to acting within current legislation, guidance, nation frameworks and the Diocesan Safeguarding 
procedures. 

Our Safeguarding Policy was agreed at the Parochial Church Council (PCC) meeting held on 24th February 
2026.  In accordance with the Church of England Safeguarding Policy, our church is committed to 

• Promoting a safer environment and culture 

• Safely recruiting and supporting all those with any responsibility related to children, young people and 

vulnerable adults within the church 

• Responding promptly to every safeguarding concern or allegation 

• Caring pastorally for victims/survivors of abuse and other affected persons 

• Caring pastorally for those who are the subject of concerns or allegations of abuse and other affected 

persons 

• Responding to those who may pose a present risk to others 

The Parish will:  

• Create a safe and caring place for all 

• Have a named Parish Safeguarding Officer (PSO) to work with the incumbent and the PCC to 

implement policy and procedures 

• Safely recruit, train and support all those with any responsibility for children, young people and adults to 

have the confidence and skills to recognise and respond to abuse 

• Ensure that there is appropriate insurance cover for all activities involving children and adults 

undertaken in the name of the parish 



 

 

• Display in church premises and on the Parish website the details of who to contact if there are 

safeguarding concerns or support needs 

• Listen to and take seriously all those who disclose abuse 

• Take steps to protect children and adults when a safeguarding concern of any kind arises, following 

House of Bishops guidance, including notifying the Diocesan Safeguarding Adviser (DSA) and statutory 

agencies immediately 

• Offer support to victims/survivors of abuse regardless of the type of abuse, when or where it occurred 

• Care for and monitor any member of the church community who may pose a risk to children and adults 

whilst maintaining appropriate confidentiality and the safety of all parties 

• Ensure that health and safety policy, procedures and risk assessments are in place and that these are 

reviewed annually 

• Review the implementation of the Safeguarding Policy, Procedures and Practices at least annually 

Each person who works within this church community has agreed to abide by this policy and the guidelines 
established by this church.  If you would like to contact Christine Behan our Parish Safeguarding Officer, 
you may contact her here: safeguarding@bembridgeholytrinity.org.uk or 07724 148 188.  If you wish to 
speak to the Diocesan Safeguarding Team their contact details are: 
//portsmouth.anglican.org./safeguarding.  (02392 899665) 
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Alternative contact details: 

Action on Elder Abuse: 080 8808 8141 
Childline: 0800 1111 

Cruse Bereavement Helpline – 0808 808 1677 

Family Lives: 0808 800 2222 

Human Trafficking Helpline – Salvation Army: 0800 808 3733 (adults) 

Under 18s: 0800 043 4303 

IoW Domestic Abuse Support - PARAGON: 0800 234 6266 or paragoniow@the youthtrust.org.uk 

MACSAS (for people abused by church officers) 0808 801 0340 

Modern Slavery Helpline: 0800 012 1700 

Modern Slavery Referral Line/Helpline – Salvation Army: 0800 808 3733   

NAPAC (Support & help to adult survivors of childhood abuse) – 080880 10331 
National Domestic Violence Helpline: 0808 2000 247 
NSPCC Child Trafficking Advice Centre: 080 880 050 00 
NSPCC: 0808 800 5000 
Stop It Now: 0808 1000 900 
Samaritans: 116 123(freephone 24/7)or jo@samaritans.org 

Support Line –www.supportline.org.uk/problems/rape_sexual-assault.php 

The Survivors Trust – http://thesurvivorstrust.org 

Victim Support – www.victimsupport.org.uk/info/types-crime/childhoodabuse.  
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