SCRIPTURES — SUNDAY 19TH SEPTEMBER

Philippians 2:1-11

Imitating Christ’s humility

2 Therefore if you have any encouragement from being united with Christ, if any comfort from his
love, if any common sharing in the Spirit, if any tenderness and compassion, 2then make my joy
complete by being like-minded, having the same love, being one in spirit and of one mind. 3 Do
nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit. Rather, in humility value others above

yourselves, 4 not looking to your own interests but each of you to the interests of the others.
>In your relationships with one another, have the same mindset as Christ Jesus:

®who, being in very naturew God,

did not consider equality with God something to be used to his own advantage;
" rather, he made himself nothing

by taking the very nature® of a servant,

being made in human likeness.
8 And being found in appearance as a man,

he humbled himself

by becoming obedient to death -

even death on a cross!

% Therefore God exalted him to the highest place
and gave him the name that is above every name,

10 that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow,
in heaven and on earth and under the earth,

11 and every tongue acknowledge that Jesus Christ is Lord,
to the glory of God the Father.

Acts 1:1-12

Jesus taken up into heaven

1 In my former book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus began to do and to teach 2 until the

day he was taken up to heaven, after giving instructions through the Holy Spirit to the apostles he
had chosen. 3 After his suffering, he presented himself to them and gave many convincing proofs

that he was alive. He appeared to them over a period of forty days and spoke about the kingdom

of God.
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40n one occasion, while he was eating with them, he gave them this command: ‘Do not leave
Jerusalem, but wait for the gift my Father promised, which you have heard me speak about. ® For

John baptised with= water, but in a few days you will be baptised with® the Holy Spirit.’

6 Then they gathered round him and asked him, ‘Lord, are you at this time going to restore the

kingdom to Israel?’

" He said to them: ‘Tt is not for you to know the times or dates the Father has set by his own
authority. 8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my

witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.’
9 After he said this, he was taken up before their very eyes, and a cloud hid him from their sight.

10 They were looking intently up into the sky as he was going, when suddenly two men dressed in
white stood beside them. 11 ‘Men of Galilee,’ they said, ‘why do you stand here looking into the
sky? This same Jesus, who has been taken from you into heaven, will come back in the same way

you have seen him go into heaven.’
Matthias chosen to replace Judas

12Then the apostles returned to Jerusalem from the hill called the Mount of Olives, a Sabbath day's

walk® from the city.
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